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There is an old saying preachers like to use that goes like this: “If you were accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?”. I’ve used that question myself when teaching on verses like Galatians 5:22-24, or Matthew 7:17-27. Certainly this question would apply when talking about bearing fruit as a Believer, and of course there should be evidence of your walk with Jesus. Yet, what Jesus said the primary evidence would be may surprise you.

Before I go any further, I would like to point out a problem that all Christians seem to have to some degree or another. Now remember, when I point my finger at you, I’ve got three more pointing back at me, so don’t think I’m picking on you. However, I believe if we would be honest with each other, we would admit we all have “pet doctrines”, or things we major on that the Bible may not actually major on. Sometimes we put emphasis on things that the Word of God doesn’t, and likewise we sometimes don’t emphasize things that the Bible does. 

The reason I brought this up is this: if someone asked you “what is the primary evidence that a person is a Christian ?”, what would be your answer? Let’s look at what Jesus had to say. In John 13:34-35, it says “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 

Notice Jesus didn’t say all men will know you’re my disciples by how much you read your Bible, or by how much you fast and pray, or by how much you give, or go to church, or don’t cuss, etc., etc. No, He said the primary evidence would be that all of us who have been spiritually born again (Jn 3:3) and have become members of the Body of Christ (Rom 12:4-5), would love one another as Jesus loves us. Now, we as Believers should absolutely read our Bibles everyday (Job 23:12). We should fast and pray regularly (ICor 7:5). We should give into the Kingdom of God (IICor 9:6-10), as well as go to church (Heb 10:25); and we shouldn’t have a potty mouth (Eph 4:29). These are all things that Jesus taught us & good fruit of salvation which we should bear, but it’s not what Jesus said the world would recognize primarily. 

The Greek word for love used in John 13:35 is agape, sometimes translated charity. It is the highest form of love, or “God’s kind of love“, described in I Corinthians 13, Jn 15:12-13, Eph 5:2, as well as many other places. This self sacrificing love Jesus had for us, we are to have for each other. This is supposed to be the evidence. This is supposed to be what sets us apart. This is what our Lord and Savior said is the main thing, that we would have the kind of love for our brothers and sisters in Christ that Jesus has for us. That we would be willing to die for a fellow believer. Seeing that kind of love will win people to Jesus.

It’s unfortunate that many times what the world sees in Christianity is hypocrisy; the confession of one thing and the demonstration of another. They see backbiting, gossip, envying, & strife. They see schism, division, anger, even hatred. Oh, how I wish I was completely innocent! We must bless, and not curse. We must pray for each other, not criticize. We must edify one another, not tear each other down. We must love each other as Jesus loves us.

This is a tall order, but there is good news. We have been given the capacity to love in this way. The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts (Rom 5:5), and Galatians 5:22 says the fruit of the Spirit is God’s kind of love. So let us love one another, not just in our words, but in deed and in truth (IJn 3:18). Then all men will know we are His disciples, as the song goes: “And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” Until next time, rejoice in the Lord (Phip 4:4)! 

