It Was For You

By Pastor J.D. Link

Abundant Grace Fellowship Church, Blanco, TX

A few years ago, when the movie “The Passion of Christ” came out, I heard some complaints from different people concerning why all those brutal things happened to Jesus. They felt that people who didn’t know The Bible would leave the theater not understanding why this nice, innocent man was treated so terribly, and therefore miss the salvation message. Today I would like to answer that question by saying this: it was for YOU. I could say it was for us, or for mankind, and that would be a correct statement (Jn 1:29, 12:32); however, I feel it makes it much more personal, which it should be, when I use the word YOU. Don’t look for someone else to blame for the death of Jesus. It wasn’t the Jewish leaders, nor the crowd, nor Pilate, nor the Roman soldiers; it was YOU. Yes, God used the former individual’s sinfulness to fulfill His Divine will; nevertheless it was YOUR sin that put Jesus on that cursed instrument of torture, the cross; for it is written “There is none righteous….for all have sinned” (Rom 3:10, 23). 

These verses alone crush the myth of “so and so is such a good person”. Compared to who? You might be “good” compared to me; but what about compared to God? We all fall miserably short when compared to the only One Who is truly good, which is God (Mk 10:18). That’s why Jesus had to suffer and die. 1Pt 3:18 says “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” Jesus (the just or righteous one) suffered for YOU (the unjust or unrighteous one), so that YOU could be brought (or reconciled, 2Cor 5:19) to God. 2Cor 5:21 says “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” God made Jesus, who never knew sin, to be sin for YOU; so that YOU could be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

It was for YOU Jesus agonized in the garden, sweating great drops of blood (a rare but real medical condition). It was for YOU he was unlawfully arrested, betrayed with a kiss, sold for 30 pieces of silver, and suffered an unjust mock trial. It was for YOU He was made fun of, repeatedly spat upon, slapped and punched, and had His beard ripped from His face (Isa 50:6).

It was for YOU He had a crown of thorns shoved on His head, was then beaten with rods, and was horrifically scourged with a Roman whip, which had pieces of bone and metal woven in the ends of the leather straps that would rip a man’s body to shreds. With His stripes YOU are healed (Isa 53:5). It was for YOU He didn’t open His mouth to defend Himself, and didn’t stop what was happening to Him, though He could have at any moment. It was for YOU He carried His cross to Golgotha, and had iron spikes driven through His wrists and feet; that He hung there for six hours, suspended between God and man, bearing the sins of the world, suffering the shame, the horror, the humiliation, the agony. It was for YOU He became unrecognizable as a man (Isa 52:14), that He suffered true aloness, His Father having forsaken Him (Mt 27:46).

That’s why Jesus went through what He did. For your sin and for my sin. Praise be to God that’s not where the story ends! It was for YOU Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day! It was for YOU Jesus defeated hell, death, and the grave! It was for YOU that Jesus became the first fruits of many that would come after Him! All praise be to The resurrected Lord of Glory, that He has given to us eternal life! If you’re not saved, then get saved right now! Confess that you are a sinner, separated from God. Ask God to forgive you through putting faith in The Name and The Blood of Jesus Christ. Repent (turn away) from darkness to light; from your will and ways, to God’s will and God’s ways. Get baptized, get a Bible, and get reading it. Get into a church that teaches it. Do not neglect so great a salvation. Your not guaranteed tomorrow, so get right with God today. Remember, He loves you so much, He did all of these things for YOU! Until next time, rejoice in The Lord! (Phi 4:4) 

