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Every year on the second Sunday of November, different churches around the world partake in the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. Our church did, and I would like to share some insights from God’s Word on the subject of persecution. Sadly, there are many Christians who don’t know anything about this subject; but it is of great importance that we do. The Bible tells us to remember those that are suffering or bound (Heb 13:3), so we need to make praying for our persecuted brethren a regular practice. 

The Bible tells us in 2Tim 3:12 that “..all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” Are you living a godly life in Christ? If yes, then know that you shall suffer persecution, that is a fact. The world hates true believers. You know why? Because they hate Jesus! As a believer, you have been chosen out of the world, so the world hates you. They persecuted Jesus, and they will persecute you. The servant is not greater than his Master (Jn 15:17-21). Jesus said believers will be hated of all men for His name’s sake, but those that endure until the end shall be saved (Mk 13:13). 

You may be saying to yourself that you don’t want to be hated. Well I don’t think anyone wants to be hated; but your commitment to Jesus Christ is certainly more important than everyone liking you. If you just want to be liked, then you can’t be a Christian (Gal 1:10, 1Thes 2:4). “But I thought The Bible said peace on earth, goodwill among men?” Wrong. Luke 2:14 says peace and good will toward men. The birth of Jesus was part of God’s plan to reconcile the world to Himself. The peace was from God, towards men. No, Jesus came to bring a sword among men (Mt 10:33-39). God cares a lot more about people finding peace with Him through faith in Jesus, than men having peace among themselves. Now don’t get me wrong, we should try to be at peace with men as much as possible (Rom 12:18, 14:19, Heb 12:14), but we are not to lose our flavor in this world for the sake of it (Mt 5:13, Mk 9:50).

Another reason the world hates believers is because we have been given God’s Word, and they hate God’s Word (Jn 17:14). The world doesn’t want to hear what God’s Word has to say, and they will hate you for saying it. For instance, the world doesn’t want to hear that abortion is evil and an abomination to God (Ex 1:15-20, Ps 106:34-41, Prv 6:16-17), so the world wants you to shut up and go away. The fruit of godliness is persecution. 

Now there is a way to avoid persecution: Just don’t act godly, and don’t speak His Word, and don’t stand for the Truth. Then you’ll be perfectly acceptable to the world. There’s one little problem, though. James 4:4 says when you make yourself a friend of the world, you at the same time make yourself the enemy of God. Ouch. I have a feeling there may be some Christians reading this who aren’t suffering any persecution, because they’ve made themselves real cozy friends with the world. We must each examine our own hearts to see if that be true.

So should we gripe and complain because we’re being persecuted? Quite the contrary. We should rejoice! That may sound crazy, but that’s what we’re supposed to do. Let’s look at what Jesus said for us to do in Mt 5:10-12 “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. When Jesus says you’ve got a great reward, boy, I guarantee you, you’ve got a great reward! The Word also says the glory of God rests on us when we are persecuted, and that we should be happy, and not ashamed (1Pt 3:14, 4:12-16). I pray this has helped you and encouraged you to be bold in Christ. Until next time, rejoice in the Lord! (Phi 4:4) 
