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(Act 1:4-5, 8) And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

Obviously Jesus thought the baptism with the Holy Ghost was important; because He told His disciples not to go anywhere (right after telling them to go into all the world, Mk 16:15) until they had received it. What did Jesus say they would receive because of it? Power. Power to overcome. Power to live a Godly life. Power to be bold witnesses. Only when they received the power of the Holy Ghost, were they then given permission to go to the uttermost parts of the earth. If they needed power then, do we need it less now? I think not.

I know this is a controversial issue in the Body of Christ; and I know many wonderful, born again Christians may disagree with me on it. But as a Biblical Literalist, I seek only to say what The Bible says about the subject. It is every man’s right to disagree with my interpretation, as long as we maintain Christian love (Mk 12:29-31).

That being said, we see in Acts 2:4, 10:46, & 19:6, that speaking in tongues was the initial evidence of being baptized in the Holy Ghost. And in Acts 8:18, although tongues is not specifically mentioned, we do know that Simon saw the Holy Ghost given; which means there was some external manifestation that the believers had received, so speaking in tongues cannot be ruled out. Speaking in tongues is not just for the first century Christians; it is for all Christians. We are to come behind in no gift until Jesus returns (1Cor 1:7). I can find no Scripture that says it has passed. The Bible says when we see Jesus face to face, and we know even as we are known, then tongues will cease (1Cor 13:8-12). 

Some say it is “of the devil”. I have never found one Scripture that says speaking in tongues is evidence of demonic activity; on the contrary, it was always evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost. Besides, when I was a rank, heathen sinner, me and my drinking & drug buddies never spoke in tongues; and in all the slums I frequented during that time in my life, I never heard anyone speak in tongues. It’s not wise to attribute the work of the Holy Ghost to Beelzebub (Mt 12:24-32).

The Scriptures teach that the baptism in the Holy Ghost was a separate experience from salvation. This is clearly shown in Acts 8:12, 14-17 & Acts 19:1-6. In Acts 19:2, Paul flat out asks “have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?”. Why would Paul ask this if it was “automatic” at salvation? While salvation and Holy Ghost baptism can happen simultaneously as in Acts 10:44-48, it doesn’t make it the same thing.

May I ask you what Paul asked? Have you received the Holy Ghost since you’ve believed? Yes, I know that as a Believer, you have been baptized (immersed) into the body of Christ by the Holy Ghost (1Cor 12:13). That’s not what I’m asking. I’m asking if you have been baptized (immersed) with the Holy Ghost by Jesus (Mt 3:11, Acts 1:5). There is a difference. One is salvation; the other is power. 

I pray you would reach out by faith and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost today (Lk 11:13). If you don’t believe it, and don’t want it, that’s your right. He’s not going to make you take a gift. But it is available, and it is life changing, believe me. Until next time, rejoice in the Lord!  
