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Well here we go again, the beginning of another year. Time seems to be going by faster and faster, doesn‘t it? It feels like only yesterday we were all relieved that we weren’t living in the dark ages in total anarchy because the computers couldn’t handle the number 2000. Folks, that was seven years ago! That’s why God’s Word tells us to redeem the time, because the days are evil (Eph 5:16). Redeem means to buy up, purchase, or ransom. What Paul is saying here, is that we shouldn’t be wasting our time on worthless, evil things. We should use our time wisely, serving God and accomplishing what He has called us to do on this earth. It goes by too fast to be squandering it away. I pray we all as Christians would purpose in our hearts to use our time more wisely this year.

This next point, in a way, connects with the first: Live for today. The Apostle Paul said that he forgets those things which are behind, and presses forward to those things which are ahead (Phip 3:13-14). Stop living in the past. Refuse to waste another minute of your life regretting what absolutely cannot be changed! If Paul would have lived in the past, always thinking about what he had done to Christians before he got saved, he would have been useless to the kingdom of God. He would have never been able to accomplish his God ordained mission in life. You can’t drive through life just looking in your rear view mirror, or your going to crash. You can’t change the past, but you can learn from it, and start making the right decisions today to change your future. 

Jesus told us to take no thought for tomorrow (Mt 6:34). Some of us need to stop living in the future, as well. Stop planning your entire life months and years ahead. I’m not saying you shouldn’t make any plans, but don’t live in them before they happen. Some people never live today; their mind is always on the next thing. Enjoy today. Play with your kids today. Tell your wife she’s pretty and that you love her today. Stop and smell the roses today. Tomorrow is not guaranteed. Some people think they’re really living life, when actually life is living them. Get off the roller coaster, my friend!

One of the very best ways to start the year off is to get on a Bible reading schedule. Buckle down and make the decision that you are going to read The Bible from cover to cover this year. I don’t care if you’ve if tried in the past and failed; don’t live in the past (see above)! If you don’t have one, and you can’t find one; then get a hold of me and I’ll mail you one. You will find hidden treasures in God’s Word that you never knew were there. Although you should certainly feast on God’s Word (Job 23:12, Jer 15:16, Mt 4:4), you shouldn’t treat it as a buffet and just go through grabbing all the fried chicken, taters & gravy, and pecan pie; and leaving all the broccoli, spinach, and asparagus. You need a steady, balanced diet of God’s Word every day.

The new year is a good opportunity for new beginnings. Our God is a God of new things. The Bible says God’s mercy is new every morning (Lam 3:22-23); that we are living in the new covenant (Heb 8:6); that we as believers are new creatures in Christ (2Cor 5:17); that our spirits are made new (Eph 4:24); that Jesus will make all things new (Rev 21:5). Do you have unfinished business in your life, or a relationship that needs to be mended? I encourage you to step out and be the one that makes things right. If you’ve made some bad choices, decide this year your going to start making the right ones. As long as you’re breathing, it’s never too late to start doing the right thing.

I pray you will have a blessed 2007. As the Apostle John said “Beloved, I wish above all things that you prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers” (3Jn 2). Until next time, rejoice in the Lord! (Phip 4:4)  
