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What would your response be if I asked you what God’s will for your life is? Do you know the answer? Have you ever even thought about it? Well the truth is there could be numerous answers to that question, depending on the specific subject you’re addressing. While we could certainly go a dozen different directions on the subject of God’s will, I would like to focus on one area in particular: giving thanks to God.

1Th 5:18 says “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” While there are many things in God’s Word that talk about God’s will, there are only a few verses that actually say “This is the will of God_________. ” It’s interesting to see that one of those clearly stated verses have to do with giving thanks to God. This verse alone should leave no doubt in anyone’s mind that it is always God’s will for us to give thanks to Him. 

There are some who may be thinking “That’s easy for you to say. You don’t know what I’ve been through. You don’t know what I’m going through now. I’m going through Hell, and you want me to give thanks to God?” Maybe I haven’t walked in your shoes; and maybe I don’t know what it’s like. But this I do know: God’s will for us is to give thanks in everything (Heb 13:15). Everything is all inclusive, which means no exceptions.

Now there are some important stipulations in understanding what this means, lest there be any confusion. Giving God thanks in everything does not mean accrediting God with all the destruction in your life (Jn 10:10, Rom 5:1). There are a lot of people that need to learn that. Giving God thanks in the midst of a bad situation does not mean He caused the situation; it simply means you’re thanking Him that you have the victory in Christ, you’re an overcomer in Christ, and God will take you out of it, over it, through it, around it, etc. 

For instance, let’s say your car got stolen. You don’t thank God for your car being stolen. You thank God that your blessed by Him and that your car will be recovered; or that God has a better car in store for you. You see, we should always give God thanks in the midst of the situation; not for causing the problem, but for being the answer to the problem.

It’s easy to give God thanks when everything is going well, isn’t it? What happens, though, when you get the bad report? When you get laid off? When you have a big blow out with your spouse? It’s not so easy to give God thanks then, is it? Actually, if you will keep your focus on Jesus (Heb 12:2), if you will keep your mind “stayed on God” as it says in Isa 26:3, it’s not hard to give God thanks. If we will take the time to get still, get quiet, and start writing down every little thing we’re blessed with, we’ll have pages full of thanksgiving to God.

For instance: Salvation through faith in Jesus, not going to Hell, being at peace with God, being filled with the Holy Spirit, Having a Bible to read in our language, getting to go to church and fellowship, waking up in the morning, having family & friends that love you, getting to work and make a living. Hot and cold air on demand. A bed, a blanket, shoes for our feet, clothes, a coat, a toothbrush, indoor plumbing, hot water on demand, a home to live in, getting to live in America, in Texas, in the Hill Country. Blue Bonnets to look at in Spring, Red Oak and Sumac in the fall. Clean water to drink, a vehicle to drive, a store to buy food, and on and on we could go. Surely we can think of something to give thanks for (Ps 140:13).

I pray that this Thanksgiving we would all reflect on the many blessings in our lives, even the little ones we tend to take for granted, and take the time to thank our God and Father for each and every one of them. I pray we would not do it hastily, but meaningfully; in spirit and in truth; gathering around as a family. Certainly we can enjoy our turkey and some competitive sporting events, but let us not forget the true meaning of Thanksgiving, which is a day to especially give God the thanks and praise He alone deserves for all the blessings in our lives (Ps 30:12, Col 3:17). Until next time, rejoice in the Lord! 
