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As far back as the first century, there has been a heresy in the church called antinomianism, which means “without law”. Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines this as “One of a sect who maintain, that, under the gospel dispensation, the law is of no use or obligation; or who hold doctrines which supersede the necessity of good works and a virtuous life“. Often times, when you speak of the Bible verses that say we are dead to the law (Rom 7:4); and that Christ is the end of the law (Rom 10:4); and that the law was the ministration of condemnation (2Cor 3:9) and death (2Cor 3:7); and that the letter kills (2Cor 3:6), some conclude that we are under no law at all, and that anything goes. This is not what The Word is saying. God is not a God of anarchy and disorder. He is a God of government and order. It is not that we are under no law; but rather, we are under a new law: the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:2).

What does it mean to live under the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus? It means that when you receive The Spirit of God at conversion, you are now to be governed from within. It is no longer you who live, but God is living through you (Gal 2:20). You see, when you become born again, God will change your “want to”. In 1Tim 1:9, it says that the law is not made for a righteous man (truly righteous through faith in Christ, not someone who just does some righteous things), but for the sinner. Why? Because the righteous man is governed by The Spirit of God, and does not need a carving in stone above his head in order to do right. I am not faithful to my wife because the law says “Thou shalt not commit adultery”. I am faithful to my wife because I love her, and I don’t want to commit adultery; and as The Bible says, love fulfills the law (Rom 13:8-10). Do you see the difference? It is going from “I can‘t do such and such” to “I don’t want to do such and such”. 

Am I then against the law of God? Not at all; but it is not something I must try to keep to be right with God (Rom 3:20, Gal 2:16). Righteousness is a gift that I can only receive by faith (Rom 5:17, 3:22, 28). So what is the purpose of the law? To show unrighteous man God’s perfect standard, and to keep him in line until he should come to faith in Jesus. It was also given to drive us to Jesus in hopelessness of ever keeping this law in our own power. Essentially, it was to wall us in on all four sides so that all we could do is look up to Jesus (Gal 3:19-29). 

That’s why I believe the Ten Commandments should be hung in every government building in the U.S. The fact that they would be removed from courthouses and schools by foolish, Godless, deceived men should show us that they succeed in their purpose. The reason people want to remove the law of God from our society, is because it does what The Bible says it does: it condemns them, and exposes their sinfulness (Rom 7:8-13). But instead of humbling themselves and calling on Jesus for mercy and forgiveness, they would rather just remove God’s law from their sight. It’s kind of like putting a piece of tape over the “service engine soon” light. The problem is still there, but you think because you can’t see it, it has gone away. When your engine blows up, you’re going to see how stupid it was to ignore the warning signs. Sadly, in the same way, when Christ rejecting men stand before God at the Great White Throne judgment, they are going to realize how foolish it was to ignore the law of God. They will know they should have let the law drive them to their knees, and call on the One who did keep that law perfectly, Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, it will be too late (Rev 20:11-15).

God is not willing that any should perish, but that all men would come to repentance (2Pt 3:9). But you cannot repent, until you have let the law of God serve it’s purpose; which is to condemn you and find you guilty. Only then can you call on God for mercy, put your faith in Jesus, and go home justified (Lk 18:9-14). At that point, you live under a new law: the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus! Call on Him today! Until next time, rejoice in The Lord! 

