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Last week we started to talk about the subject of preparing your heart. We saw how Ezra, as well as others in Scripture, prepared there hearts to seek The Lord. We looked at the many benefits of preparing your heart to seek God; as well as the consequences for not seeking Him. We summed it up by showing that we’re the ones that must prepare our hearts; no one can do it for us. Also, that prepare means before hand. We must prepare in peace time; not wait until we’re in the middle of a battle to seek God. 

This week I’d like to cover the other three things mentioned in Ezra 7:10. We saw how he prepared his heart first; second, he sought God’s law; third, he did God’s law; and finally, he taught God’s law. Ezra prepared his heart to first seek God’s Word. This doesn’t mean he went looking for a Bible. It means he searched the Scriptures diligently. Do you want to know God? Then know His Book. Jesus is The Word (Jn 1:1); so get to know The Word, and you’ll get to know Jesus. The Bible tells us to study to show ourselves approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing The Word of Truth (2Tim 2:15). We should be like the Bereans, who searched the Scriptures daily to find out the truth (Acts 17:11). Do you feast on The Word of God (Jer 15:16)? Do you value your spiritual food even more than your natural food (Job 23:12)? We need to prepare our hearts to seek God’s Word. Read The Bible everyday. Purpose in your heart, that you will miss a physical meal to get a spiritual one; if that’s what it takes. Make it that important.

Secondly, Ezra prepared his heart to do God’s law. It tells us in James 1:22-25 “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. We must prepare our hearts to do God’s Word. Hearing it is just a place to start, not stop. It must go from just knowledge in our heads; to understanding in our hearts; to wisdom in our deeds. Practice The Word. Obey The Word. Build your house on The Rock, and don’t be a fool (Mt 7:24-27). There are too many Christians with too much information; and no fruit. Let’s be doers!

Finally, Ezra prepared his heart to teach The Word. Once we have prepared our hearts, and sought God’s Word, and practiced God’s Word; then we’ll be able to teach God’s Word to others. The Great commission (Mt 28:19-20, Mk 16:15-18) is not supposed to be “do as I say, not as I do”: it supposed to be “do as I say and do” (1Cor 11:1). This doesn’t mean you have to be flawless to teach the Bible; but you should certainly be walking out the things you teach more often than not. Paul told Timothy to commit the Word of God to faithful men, who would be able to teach others also (2Tim 2:2). We should be excited to teach the Word of God to others. We should be excited about discipleship. But we need to get serious about God ourselves, before we expect anyone else to. Even if your not a “full time” minister, you still have a ministry. Teach The Word to your children, or a friend, or have a Bible study at your work, or in your home. It will be fun, and good things will happen.

We are living in exciting times. The night is far spent, the day is at hand (Rom 13:12). This is no time to get lax in our walk with God; rather, we should pursue Him like never before. We should prepare our hearts to seek His face. Get excited about God! Until next time, rejoice in The Lord! (Phip 4:4)  
