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Hell. Is it real? That was the question recently asked on a popular show. Of course, as you would expect, it was masterfully spun by a secular worldview; and it was summed up at the end with “don’t lose faith in humanity”. I’m not sure what that statement has to do with whether or not Hell is real; but don’t worry, my faith isn’t in humanity, so I don’t have to be concerned with losing it. Our faith should be in God, not in man (Ps 118:8, 146:3, Mk 11:22). If you want to find out about Hell, go to The Word of God, specifically the Gospels. Jesus expounded on Hell more than anyone in The Scriptures. Who better to ask, than the One who created it? (Jn 1:1-3, Eph 3:9, Col 1:16-17, Heb 1:2-3) 

Before we go on, I recommend you read Luke 16:19-31. There are five main points I would like to point out in this story of Lazarus and the rich man that Jesus told. First, I would like to point out that Hell is real. It is not a myth, a legend, or a state of mind. In vs.19, Jesus said “There was” a certain man. This was not a parable, this was a true story that really happened. Just as Heaven is a real place, so is Hell.

Second, we see from vs. 22,23, that Hell came after death. People that say that Hell is an earthly experience, are in clear contradiction to the Scripture. Let me assure you, the absolute worst day anyone could possibly have on earth, does not even come close to an eternity spent in Hell. I know people can feel like they’ve “been through hell”; but that is not the Hell the Bible describes. It is the habitation of those who die separated from God. See Luke 12:5.

Third, Hell is a place of torment and fire. In vs. 24, the rich man begged for just a drop of water, but got none. It is shear agony; burning, yet never being consumed. Being totally conscious mentally and physically of what is happening to you. The sounds, the smell, the fear, the darkness, the loneliness. Notice the rich man didn’t defend himself; people in Hell know they have their just reward. No, he just wanted desperately for his brothers not to come to the same place (vs. 27-28). Despite the jokes, Hell is going to be no party. Damnation of your eternal soul is no laughing matter.

Which brings us to number four. Hell is forever. In vs. 26, there is a great gulf fixed that cannot be passed. Once you die without Christ, you are there forever. There is no third option. Don’t pray for dead people, it is a waste of time. They are where they are for eternity, depending on what decision they made about Jesus in this life (Jn 14:6); and nothing you or I do can change it. In Mark 9:43-49, Jesus makes it clear that those who go to hell are there forever. Their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. Ultimately, Hell will be cast into The Lake of Fire forever (Rev 19:20, 20:13-15).

Some people ask “How can a good, loving God, send people to Hell?”. God doesn’t send people to Hell; people choose Hell when they reject Christ. The choice is ours to make. God doesn’t want people to go to Hell. He’s not willing that any perish, but that all men would repent and be saved (1Tim 2:4, 2Pt 3:9). This is our fifth point. You avoid Hell by reading and believing The Word of God (vs. 29-31). Hell wasn’t even created for man (Mt 25:41), but men who refuse Jesus, choose damnation. Don’t blame God. He made salvation as easy as possible. Also, The Word says God is perfectly just, righteous , and holy; so I take comfort in knowing that there are no “innocent” people in Hell.

Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? This is the bottom line: If you reject the salvation offered through Jesus, you will go to Hell and be tormented in fire forever. That is what The Word of God says, period. It also says that if you receive The Messiah, Yeshua (Jesus), you will be saved to the uttermost (Heb 7:25) and have eternal life (Jn 17:3). The choice is yours: I pray you make the right one. Until next time, rejoice in the Lord! (Phip 4:4)        

