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Monday evening Jews around the world, as they do every year, celebrated a feast instituted by God some 3,500 years ago. It is celebrated to commemorate the nation of Israel’s miraculous deliverance by God from the harsh slavery of Egypt. Some may wonder what this has to do with Christianity. May I say there is no greater picture of the New Covenant, than in the Old Testament story of the Exodus. The Bible says in 1Cor 5:7 that Jesus Christ is our Passover, so it behooves us to know what the Passover is.

In Exodus 12, each house of the children of Israel was to take a male lamb and examine it. It had to be without blemish in order to be an acceptable sacrifice. Jesus is “The Lamb of God” (Jn 1:29), and He was examined 3 ½ years, being found without sin. This lamb was then slaughtered, it’s blood being poured out, just like Jesus’ blood was shed for us. This blood was then applied to the house with hyssop, which gave the people protection from death when the Destroyer came through the land that night. Any house with the blood on it was “passed over” and delivered. In the same way, when we apply The Blood of Jesus to our “house” (we are the temple of The Holy Ghost) with the “hyssop” of faith, we will be passed over by the Destroyer on Judgment Day, having eternal life. The message: You must apply The Blood to be saved.

They then passed through the Red Sea, a type of baptism (1Cor 10:1-2), into the wilderness, a type of this world. After learning to obey and trust God, they were brought into the promised land by Joshua, which in Hebrew is Yeshua, or Jesus. As Christians, after our days on this earth are complete, we will be brought into Heaven by our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

In the Jewish Passover meal, they first get the leaven out of the house in preparation. Leaven is a type of sin in The Bible. We too need to get the “leaven” out of our “house” in “preparation” (1Jn 3:3). White linens, a type of purity and righteousness (Rev 19:8), are then laid out. Candles are then lit by the woman. Interestingly, a woman brought forth the nation of Israel by a miracle of God (Gen 17:15-21), and a woman brought forth The Light of the world (Jn 1:4-9) by a miracle of God (Lk 1:27-35). Four cups of wine are poured during the meal which are the cup of: Sanctification (Heb 10:10), Deliverance or Judgment (Rom 4:25), Redemption (Gal 3:13), and Praise (Heb 13:15). 

I must talk about the bread eaten. Three pieces of Matzo, unleavened bread, are put in a special linen pouch. Three is the number of the sinless Trinity: Father, Son, & Holy Ghost; Three in One. The middle piece is removed and broken, then wrapped in a linen and hidden (or buried). This bread is “striped“, “pierced“, and “bruised” looking from the baking process (Isa 53:5, Zech 12:10). Later this piece of bread is “brought back” and broken into pieces to be shared with everyone with the cup of redemption. Where do we get communion from? Right here! The Lord’s Supper came from this point in the Passover. Jesus is the “Bread of life” (Jn 6:35, 51), born in Bethlehem, which means “House of Bread”. Jesus said the wine was a type of His Blood, which would redeem mankind, and the bread was His body.

Other types in the Passover meal include: eating bitter herbs, which represent the bitterness of slavery in Egypt, a type of the bitterness of bondage to sin. Dipping in salt water, which represents the tears shed by the Israelites because of that bondage, and also the passing through the Red Sea, a type of our tears because of sin, and tears of repentance, as well as baptism. Parsley, which represents the hyssop used to apply the blood to the doorposts, a type of our faith. The bone of a lamb, which represents the sacrifice, a type of Jesus, The Lamb of God, which not a bone of His would be broken (Jn 19:32-36). 

Space does not allow me to talk about the four questions, the 10 plagues, and many other interesting types in the Passover; but I pray your understanding has been enlightened, and that you see the beautiful picture of our Lord Jesus Christ, painted so well in this ancient feast. Have a joyous and blessed Resurrection Sunday, and until next time, rejoice in The Lord!
