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Sing it with me now: Are you washed?…In the Blood?…In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb! Are your garments spotless, are they white as snow, are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? I just love that song. It asks a critical question, a question all people need to have the right answer for. We all must answer this question correctly, for our eternity hangs in the balance. So I ask you today, are you washed in the Blood of the Lamb of God, who the Bible says is Jesus the Messiah (anointed one of God)? Let’s look to the Word of God to find out.

Now I know that there are some who may be repulsed by the thought of being washed in blood, but we are speaking of a spiritual washing. Nevertheless Christianity has been irreverently called a “slaughter house” religion by critics who are obviously ignorant of the things of God and do not understand the purpose and necessity of the blood sacrifice. I heard from a preacher recently that there was a movement in the church a few decades ago to get rid of all the songs about the Blood (like Nothing But The Blood, There‘s Power In The Blood, Are You Washed In The Blood, There Is A Fountain, etc.), because it grossed people out, and it scared the children. That’s one of the stupidest things I’ve ever heard. My kids sing those songs at home all the time and it doesn’t scare them one bit. Also, a born-again Believer who understands what the Blood of Jesus has done won’t think it is gross at all, but rather that it’s precious and priceless. I guarantee you, any attempt to remove singing about, teaching about, or glorifying the Blood of Jesus in church, or in any part of the Christian’s life, is from satan himself. 

One might say I make too big of a deal out of the Blood of Jesus. Well the reason I make a big deal about it is because the Scriptures make a big deal about it. You must be washed in the Blood of Jesus, it is absolutely necessary. It is what justifies us (makes us righteous) before God (Rom 5:9). We’ve been redeemed (bought out of the kingdom of darkness) and forgiven by it (Eph 1:7, Col 1:14). People who go around saying they are basically good are basically ignorant of God’s righteousness, and are trying to establish their own righteousness (Rom. 10:2-3). The only way you can say you’re basically good is to compare yourself to your own standard of goodness. It is totally relative. Your basic goodness might think sex before marriage is ok, but murder is wrong. Or getting drunk is ok, but using drugs is bad. You see how that works? Instead of using God’s perfect standard, you make up your own standard. To say your basically good is to say Jesus’ death was a useless waste of time. After all, you don’t need a substitution. You don’t need a sacrifice. You don’t need your sins washed away, because you’re a basically good person, right? God will welcome you into heaven with open arms because of your basic goodness, right? Don’t be a fool!! Basically good people are going to bust Hell wide open! Jesus said in John 6:53 that if you do not eat His flesh and drink His blood (partake of Him completely), you have no life in you! Eternal life is in Jesus: if you have Him, you have life, and if you don’t have Him, you don’t have life (1Jn 5:11-12)! 

I know what I’ve said may upset some folks, especially those who think they’re basically good. As the Apostle Paul said in Galatians 4:16, “Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” God’s Word is clear concerning the Blood of Jesus, and I’d rather have you mad at me and have heard the truth, then to have you pleased with me and not have heard it. Jesus is not “a” road to God. He is “the” road to God (Jn 14:6). His sacrificial death was acceptable, nothing else is. His blood was sinless, no one else’s is. You must put your total faith in the Blood of Jesus, because His blood alone can wash away sins (Rev 1:5).

Some people might be wondering why blood has to be shed. What is the deal with the blood? I’ll be glad to tell you…next week. Until then, rejoice in the Lord! (Phip 4:4)
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Last week we talked about how it was absolutely necessary to be washed in the blood of Jesus. That there never has been, nor ever will be, anything else that can take away the sin of mankind (Jn 1:29). We saw that His blood is what justifies us (or makes us righteous) before God. It also redeemed us (bought us out of the kingdom of darkness) forever, and by it we have forgiveness of sins (Eph 1:7, Col 1:14, Heb 9:12). We also covered how this “basically good” philosophy (it’s universalism, really; an “all roads lead to Heaven” idea) makes the sufferings, crucifixion, death, and resurrection of Jesus meaningless. That way of thinking also accuses Jesus of being a bald faced liar, because He said more than once He was the only way to the Father (Jn 3:36, 6:40, 10:9, 14:6). We must all be washed in the blood of Jesus, make no mistake.

Hebrews 9:22 tells us that without the shedding of blood, there is no remission (forgiveness) of sins. So what is the deal with the blood? What is it about blood that God wants us to know? Let’s look at Leviticus 17:11: For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. (This is also found in Genesis 9:4 & Deuteronomy 12:23). 

The Hebrew word for life in this verse appears 749 times in the Old Testament, of which 416 times it is translated soul, as it was twice in this verse alone. So the life, or soul, of the flesh (body) is in the blood. That’s why it says in this verse that the blood makes an atonement (a covering, or purging & reconciliation) for the soul, because the blood contains the life, or soul, of the sacrifice. So it is a life for a life; a soul for a soul. The sacrifice is the substitute. It loses it’s life, so you can keep yours. It’s blood is shed, it’s life (soul) is given in the place of the person who actually committed the sin. You see, the penalty for your sin is death (Gen 2:17, Ezk 18:20). So God set up the sacrificial system in order for mankind to continue to exist. In the Old Testament, these sacrifices were only temporary until Jesus could be sacrificed, once for all. 

This is also why the Bible forbids drinking blood as many pagan religions do, because you are partaking of the life (soul) of that animal (or person in some cases). You are in a sense “becoming one” with the sacrifice. The only life we are to partake of is the life of Jesus, the life of God manifest in the flesh, which is what Christian communion is symbolic of. Among other things, it symbolizes that we are one with the Lord (Rom 8:9, 1Jn 4:13), and that we have Jesus‘ life in us (1Jn 5:11-12).

I hope you may understand better, if you didn’t already, how important the blood of Jesus is to us. How His being sacrificed on the alter of the cross, and His life blood being poured out as an atonement for our sins was essential. He is our great substitute. What happened on the cross was the great exchange. A “supernatural swap”, if you will. A Life for a life; a Soul for a soul; the Just for the unjust (1Pt 3:18). Our precious, sinless Jesus became what we were, so that we would become what He is (2Cor 5:21). 

The Word of God says that the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom 6:23). The question is, do you want wages, or do you want the gift? You’ve earned eternity in Hell, but God offers you, free of charge, eternity in Heaven. Don’t think for a moment that Jesus didn’t need to be sacrificed for you. That would be the most foolish and arrogant assumption a person could ever make. The wages of sin is death. Have you ever sinned? Then your just payment is eternal death; you’ve earned it. We all need His sacrifice. We all need a substitute. We all need a savior. If you have not committed your life to Jesus, I pray you be reconciled to God, right now. In the name of Jesus, don’t wait another second. Until next time, rejoice in the Lord! (Phip 4:4)  
