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2Co 4:6-7 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. Did you know, that as a Christian, you are a treasure chest? It’s true. The body of a born again believer in Jesus Christ contains the most priceless treasure in the universe, The Spirit of God. This is one of the most essential truths of the New Testament: Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col 1:27). The fact that The God of the Universe, The Creator of all things, The All Powerful, All Knowing, Ever present, Majestic, Glorious, King of kings and Lord of lords dwells on the inside of the believer is almost too wonderful to comprehend.

The God who called forth light out of darkness (Gen 1:1-3), is the same God who ’s light shines on the inside of us through Jesus Christ. We must have a revelation of this truth (Eph 1:17-23) in order to walk in victory as a Christian. The apostle Paul asked “Do you not know that you are the temple of God?” (1Cor 3:16, 6:19). The apostles constantly repeated this truth, which was spoken by Jesus (Jn 14:17), as well as the Old Testament prophets (2Cor 6:16).

Why is this fact so important? Quite simply, it is this: Greater is He that is in you, than He that is in the world (1Jn 4:4). That’s why Paul lived in such victory. He knew who dwelt on the inside of Him. Too many times we focus on the “earthen vessel” (our body), and not on the treasure this earthen vessel contains. That’s why Paul could say we are more than conquerors (Rom 8:37); that we are always caused to triumph (2Cor 2:14); that we have the victory (1Cor 15:57). Paul faced many trials of affliction and adversity in his life, yet he persevered because he knew who resided in him, The Lord of Glory.
The victorious Christian life is not a life free from problems; rather it’s overcoming problems by the power of God which dwells in us. God is glorified when His people walk through adversity with joy in their heart, praise on their lips, and their faith in tact. It’s like the story of the mule that fell in the dried up well. The farmer found no way of getting him out, so he told his boys to bury him alive. That first shovel of dirt hit the mule right on the head, but he shook it off, and stomped it down. The mule kept doing that until he started to rise up, and eventually walked right out of the well. 
When you’re in a pit and the world throws a shovel of dirt on your head, shake it off and stomp it down! My goodness, man, God lives in you! Give God praise! Speak His Word! Have faith in Jesus! You’ll find yourself rising out of that pit in no time! If that mule would have said “Woe is me”, and just laid there, he would have been buried alive. That mule’s attitude literally determined his altitude. Sometimes it’s good to be stubborn as a mule!

The apostle Paul had this victorious attitude, and went on to write these inspiring words found in 2Cor 4:8-9: We are troubled (pressed), yet not distressed (crushed); we are perplexed (at a loss), but not in despair (hopeless); persecuted (suffering for the faith), but not forsaken (abandoned by Jesus); cast down (put low); but not destroyed (put out of the way entirely). Paul admitted to suffering the storms of life; yet because his focus was on God and not on himself, He was able to weather anything the world or the devil threw at him.

A man walked by a little league game and asked one of the players what the score was. The little boy said excitedly “We’re losing 18 to 0!” The man said, “My, you sure don’t seem discouraged.” The boy replied, “Why should I be. We haven’t had a chance to bat yet!” Praise God, that needs to be our attitude! Life may have you down right now, but God lives in you, and your chance to bat is coming up! Until next time, rejoice in The Lord! (Phip 4:4) 

